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and  ante-chambers   with   regard   to   the   Queen's
proceedings.    She was known to have been a giddy,
neglected  girl  before  her  marriage,   having  been
brought  up  by  her   grandmother,   the   Dowager-
Duchess of Norfolk, without the slightest regard
for her welfare or the high rank of her family ; and
her confidants in a particularly dissolute Court were
many  and  untrustworthy.   The   King,   naturally,
was the last person to hear the malicious tittle-
tattle  of   jealous  waiting - maids   and  idle   pages
about the Queen;   and though his wife's want of
reserve and dignity often displeased him, he lived
usually upon affectionate terms with her.     There
was other loose talk, also,   going on to the effect
that on one of the visits of Anne of Cleves to Hamp-
ton Court after Henry's marriage with Katharine,
the King and his repudiated wife had made up
their differences, with the consequence that Anne
was pregnant by him.    It was not true ;   though
later it gave much trouble both  to Henry and
Anne, but it lent further support to the suggestions
that were already being made that the King would
dismiss   Katharine   and   take   Anne   back   again.
The air was full of such rumours, some prompted,
as we shall see, by personal malice, others evidently
by the opponents of Gardiner's policy, which was
leading England to a war with France and a close
alliance with the imperial champion of Catholicism.
On the 2nd November, Henry, still in distress
about the health of his son, attended Mass, as usual,
in the chapel at Hampton Court,1 and as he came

1 He had on the same morning taken the Sacrament, it being All
Souls* pay, and had directed his confessor, the Bishop of Lincoln, to offer